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  45° 31' 32.25" N
122° 40' 35.07" W
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popular with
the Mayans
and dudes like
Mercator
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 122° 40' 35.07" W
  45° 31' 32.25" N

Lat: Degree at 45° north is 70.71% * 69.17 mi / degree = 48.9 miles
     Minute at 45° north is 70.71% * 69.17 mi / degree / 60 min = 0.8 miles or 4304 feet
     Second at 45° north is 70.71% * 69.17 mi / degree / 60 min / 60 sec = 72 feet
     Sec.dec at 45° north is 70.71% * 69.17 mi / degree / 60 min / 600 sec = 7 feet
     Sec.dd at 45° north is 70.71% * 69.17 mi / degree / 60 min / 6000 sec = 9 inches

± 69 miles • 1 mi • 101 ft • 10ft • 12 in

± 50 miles • 1 mi • 72 ft  • 7ft  • 9 in
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within 2 feet!
really!?

PRECISION

http://kelso.it/x/xp
http://kelso.it/x/xp


http://kelso.it/x/yq

http://kelso.it/x/xp
http://kelso.it/x/xp


http://kelso.it/x/ys

around 3,500 feet
that’s still better than a mile!

= 1 km

ACCURACY
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Scott Ableman

Precision ≠ Accuracy http://kelso.it/x/yq
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1 Million People // The Washington Post
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7 billion people
How many cities is that?
How about 10,000 people per city?

700,000 cities should do, except ...

• We like living next to other
   people in some really big cities

• 1/2 the world still lives in
   tiny rural settlements

• Humans are zany!
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World map of large urban areas in 2005 // Nordpil // Natural Earth
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1.4 billion in just 590 mega-cities = 20%
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1:10 Million scale // California // Natural Earth
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3.5 billion in just 7,500 cities = 50%

http://kelso.it/x/xp
http://kelso.it/x/xp


1:10 Million scale // California // Natural Earth
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3.5 billion in just 7,500 cities = 50%

¿ 6.5 billion in    700,000 cities = 92% ?
   7.0 billion in 2,300,000 cities = 99%
           200 mega regions
      12,000 metro-micros?
      35,000 rural centers?

100,000 neighborhoods?
375,000 suburbs, edge cities?
178,000 rural outposts?

US has 300 million people with ~50,000 places = 6,000 people on average

http://kelso.it/x/x8

World  has 7 billion with ~2.3 million places = 3,000 people on average
148.94 mill ion sq km land area but we only use 15% of that    = 1 name per 10 sq km
148.94 mill ion sq km land area but we only use   1% for cities = 1 name per   1 sq km
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Data Overload // Bing (old)



Underwhelming // Bing (new) 41 Latitude // Jason O'Beirne
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TSA locations by address or city,state point locations

http://kelso.it/x/xp
http://kelso.it/x/xp


kelso.it/x/tsa
TSA locations GROUPED by metros, micros, and rural counties
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kelso.it/x/tsa
TSA locations grouped by MEGA-CITIES, metros, micros, and rural counties
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Metropolitans >> Mega-Regions // Richard Florida http://kelso.it/x/z2
Regional Innovation Clusters // Brookings
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What makes a city “work”?
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The State of Metropolitan America // Brookings

“Do you live in the “Rust Belt” or the “Sun Belt?” Are you a West Coaster, an East Coaster, 
 or a resident of “flyover country?” Perhaps you’re a proud New Englander, Midwesterner, 
 or Texan. More to the point, does any of that matter?”
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“From Central Places to Network Bases: A Transition in the U.S. Urban Hierarchy, 1900–2000”
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Places have always been palimpsests 

The contemporary is constantly being constructed 
upon the foundations of the old.  Yet only recently 
has place begun to take on an entirely new 
dimension. Millions of places are being represented 
in cyberspace by a labour force of hundreds of 
thousands of writers, cartographers and artists.

-- MARK GRAHAM
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http://kelso.it/x/ytMarshall McLuhan

 “the city no   
  longer exists 
  except as a 
  cultural ghost 
  for tourists”

McLuhan is also known for the expressions "the medium is the message" and "global village"
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Locals and Tourists // Eric Fischer

Blue pictures are by locals. 
Red pictures are by tourists. 

Yellow pictures might be by either.
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Neighborhoods // NYC // Brooklyn // Ork Posters
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Race and Ethnicity in Washington, DC // Eric Fischer http://kelso.it/x/u0
City ≠ city. Place ≠ place // Andy Wooddruff

750 neighborhoods, 14,250 suburbs, 300 communities, 1 metro
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Interactive Feature
Map: Where Americans Are Moving
Jon Bruner
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Transport // Walk Score
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Economy // The gentrification of abandonment in Detroit // Jo Guldi
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World Cities: Nairobi, Kenya
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http://mapkibera.org/
Slums: 1M people in Kibera section of Nairobi, Kenya http://kelso.it/x/xs
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How good is volunteered geo. information? 
A comparative study of OpenStreetMap and
Ordnance Survey datasets

by Mordechai Haklay
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Making better maps // Gretchen Peterson

YouTube: "Mapping : please don't do this"
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Presentation
kelso.it/x/pdx

Twitter
@kelsosCorner

Blog
kelso.it/blog

If you don’t get it, you don’t get it*
washingtonpost.com

*pilthy advertizing quote
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Extra slides
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Microplexes >> Metropolitans // urbagram
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Neighborhoods // Portland, Oregon // Ork Posters
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Social archipelago // Comparing metros // urbagram
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Party Affiliation
Shifts in Exurbs,
circa 2006

Nathaniel V. KELSO
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How to split up the US // Pete Search
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Social archipelago // The social life of New York City (4square) // urbagram
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Social archipelago // The social life of New York City // urbagram
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Bill Rankin
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Share of employment in services and trade

http://kelso.it/x/xp
http://kelso.it/x/xp


http://kelso.it/x/z0

http://kelso.it/x/xp
http://kelso.it/x/xp


http://kelso.it/x/yr

http://kelso.it/x/xp
http://kelso.it/x/xp


http://kelso.it/x/y7
World map of touristyness // BlueMoon.ee
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